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BP jams gulf well with drilling mud

Officials aren't ready to declare the well dead but say that stopping the upward thrust of oil
and gas is a 'very significant step.'
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BP's long and halting effort to bring an end to
the Gulf of Mexico disaster crossed a key
threshold Wednesday when the company packed
its ruptured well full of heavy drilling mud,
wresting control more than three months after
the blowout unleashed one of the world's largest
oil spills.

But officials were not ready to declare dead the At last, Alexis Bittar is coming to Los Angeles
renegade offshore well, and many in the gulf

region were not about to celebrate. Schwarzenegger orders public alerts when sex

offenders try to flee supervision
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Later Wednesday, Allen gave BP the go-ahead to pump
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RELATED not be over until one of two relief wells has bored into it

The oyster is their sometime in mid-August.

world, but oil spill

threatens it » Don't miss a thing. Get breaking news alerts delivered to
Gulf oil spill your inbox. - ﬁ NEW iPhone
. i, ’ app »
threatens survival of . 85 ]
RSS » Twitter »  Facebook » e Mobile »

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story[8/5/2010 1:19:25 PM]


http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000402692763
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?href=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story&layout=standard&show_faces=false&width=350&action=like&colorscheme=light&height=36?AcrobatWebCapTID4#
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story
https://latimes.signon.trb.com/registration/popupsignon.html?callbackUrl=http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,1365991.story
http://mobile.latimes.com/wap/pda/stations/3/
https://myaccount.latimes.com/authenticate.asp?uid=355216&p_error_code=sso_cookie_expired_err
https://advertise.latimes.com/portal/page/portal/LA%2520Times
http://store.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.latimes.com/lat-prop-8-california-itn-sl,0,6818126.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/lat-richard-alarcon-itn-sl,0,7483794.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/naomi-campbell-itn-sl,0,1561182.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/la-bell-salaries-itn-sl,0,328719.storylink
http://www.latimes.com/oil-spill-itn-link,0,5936997.storylink
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2254&ComboId=5470&title=The-Asian-secret-to-strong-lush-hair&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2254&ComboId=5470&title=The-Asian-secret-to-strong-lush-hair&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2254&ComboId=5470&title=The-Asian-secret-to-strong-lush-hair&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2254&ComboId=5470&title=The-Asian-secret-to-strong-lush-hair&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2951&ComboId=16100&title=Quiz-Is-a-career-in-psychology-your-destiny-&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2951&ComboId=16100&title=Quiz-Is-a-career-in-psychology-your-destiny-&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2951&ComboId=16100&title=Quiz-Is-a-career-in-psychology-your-destiny-&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2951&ComboId=16100&title=Quiz-Is-a-career-in-psychology-your-destiny-&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2831&ComboId=15709&title=Take-control-of-hair-loss&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2831&ComboId=15709&title=Take-control-of-hair-loss&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=c9a130f2-431b-475c-8fc8-1faf9c132f77&ArticleId=2831&ComboId=15709&title=Take-control-of-hair-loss&origin=222836-APP10
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/
http://www.latimes.com/business/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://www.latimes.com/health/
http://www.latimes.com/features/
http://www.latimes.com/travel/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/about/sitemap/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,5021150,email.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,5021150,email.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,4688906,print.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-oil-spill-20100805,0,4688906,print.story
javascript:void(0)
http://www.latimes.com/topic/economy-business-finance/energy-resource-industries/petroleum-industry/bp-plc-ORCRP002197.topic
http://www.latimes.com/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/defense/armed-forces/thad-allen-PEPLT0007600.topic
http://www.latimes.com/topic/politics/government/executive-branch/white-house-PLCUL000110.topic
http://www.latimes.com/la-email-splash-page,0,121618.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/la-email-splash-page,0,121618.htmlstory
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/sports_blog/2010/08/question-of-the-day-knowing-what-you-know-now-which-player-would-you-rather-have-as-a-midcareer-play.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/sports_blog/2010/08/question-of-the-day-knowing-what-you-know-now-which-player-would-you-rather-have-as-a-midcareer-play.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/sports_blog/2010/08/question-of-the-day-knowing-what-you-know-now-which-player-would-you-rather-have-as-a-midcareer-play.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/alltherage/2010/08/at-last-alexis-bittar-is-coming-to-los-angeles.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/08/schwarzenegger-orders-public-alerts-when-sex-offenders-try-to-flee-supervision.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/08/schwarzenegger-orders-public-alerts-when-sex-offenders-try-to-flee-supervision.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/08/nature-calls-on-final-elimination-of-bravos-work-of-art.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2010/08/nature-calls-on-final-elimination-of-bravos-work-of-art.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/08/heightened-fire-concern-in-la-county-foothills-mountains.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2010/08/heightened-fire-concern-in-la-county-foothills-mountains.html
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=2443&ComboId=7518&title=Do-you-qualify-for-a-credit-card-bailout-&origin=222839-APP13
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=2443&ComboId=7518&title=Do-you-qualify-for-a-credit-card-bailout-&origin=222839-APP13
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=2443&ComboId=7518&title=Do-you-qualify-for-a-credit-card-bailout-&origin=222839-APP13
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=1388&ComboId=494&title=The-secret-to-getting-highly-discounted-cruise-tic&origin=222839-APP13
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=1388&ComboId=494&title=The-secret-to-getting-highly-discounted-cruise-tic&origin=222839-APP13
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=1388&ComboId=494&title=The-secret-to-getting-highly-discounted-cruise-tic&origin=222839-APP13
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=2296&ComboId=15133&title=Get-your-degree-with-Pell-Grant-money&origin=222839-APP13
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=2296&ComboId=15133&title=Get-your-degree-with-Pell-Grant-money&origin=222839-APP13
http://www.aralifestyle.com/article.aspx?UserFeedGuid=379cdbd2-f962-4d01-8b2d-95dbc41dda11&ArticleId=2296&ComboId=15133&title=Get-your-degree-with-Pell-Grant-money&origin=222839-APP13
http://pipes.yahoo.com/pipes/pipe.run?_id=5dc8a87340794a992d374f7389268bc3&_render=rss
http://www.latimes.com/about/rss/
http://www.latimes.com/about/rss/
http://www.latimes.com/about/twitter/
http://www.latimes.com/about/twitter/
http://www.facebook.com/latimes
http://www.facebook.com/latimes
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/mobile/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/mobile/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/mobile/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/mobile/
http://m.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/washingtondc/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/dcnow/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/washington/
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1883828826/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1883828826/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1883828826/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1883828826/
http://tweetmeme.com/story/1883828826/
javascript: popup();
javascript: popup();
javascript: popup();
javascript: popup();
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-fi-oysters-20100718,0,3796623.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-fi-oysters-20100718,0,3796623.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-fi-oysters-20100718,0,3796623.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/la-fi-oysters-20100718,0,3796623.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-grand-bayou-20100804,0,7898912.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-grand-bayou-20100804,0,7898912.story
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fnews%2Fnationworld%2Fnation%2Fla-na-oil-spill-20100805%2C0%2C1365991.story&t=Gulf%20oil%20spill%3A%20BP%20turns%20corner%20as%20it%20jams%20gulf%20well%20with%20drilling%20mud%20-%20latimes.com&src=sp
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fnews%2Fnationworld%2Fnation%2Fla-na-oil-spill-20100805%2C0%2C1365991.story&t=Gulf%20oil%20spill%3A%20BP%20turns%20corner%20as%20it%20jams%20gulf%20well%20with%20drilling%20mud%20-%20latimes.com&src=sp
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fnews%2Fnationworld%2Fnation%2Fla-na-oil-spill-20100805%2C0%2C1365991.story&t=Gulf%20oil%20spill%3A%20BP%20turns%20corner%20as%20it%20jams%20gulf%20well%20with%20drilling%20mud%20-%20latimes.com&src=sp


Gulf oil spill: BP turns corner as it jams gulf well with drilling mud - latimes.com

MULTIMEDIA

What happened to the

Residual* 26%
Evaporatedor
dissolved -
25% //

STORIES

an isolated village

Read Greenspace for
the latest oil spill
updates

Photos: Progress on
oil spill

Chart: What
happened to the oil

Oil spill size near
upper range of earlier
estimates

Oil-damaged
wetlands may just
have to wait it out

Hi-res photos: Gulf
oil spill

See more stories »

Is Your Bank In Trouble?
Free list Of Banks Doomed To Fail.
The Banks and Brokers X List.

Free!

Oil & Gas Investments
Investing in Energy. A Wise
Choice. 59 Well Project Underway.

"Based on the successful completion of the static-kill
procedure and a positive evaluation of the test results, | have
authorized BP to cement its damaged well," Allen said in a
statement. "l made it clear that implementation of this
procedure shall in no way delay the completion of the relief
well."

BP announced Wednesday's achievement as the government
released a report indicating that roughly half of the oil
released during the disaster has evaporated, dissolved or was
burned, skimmed or collected.

At the White House, officials hailed what they called a
"consequential day," but cautioned that it was the end of only
one phase in a decades-long recovery effort. After President
Obama was briefed on developments, "he thanked me for his
birthday present," joked Carol Browner, Obama's energy and
climate change assistant.

As BP declared progress, shrimpers, crabbers and sport
fishing guides whose livelihoods were put on hold by the
Deepwater Horizon disaster complained about cleanup work
left undone and worried about the spill's ongoing effects.

"1f you want to know what's really going on, look at how
wildlife is reacting — no one knows the environment better
than they do," said Jessica Taylor, an Audubon Society
volunteer in the southeastern Louisiana fishing community of
Venice, which turned into a hub for Coast Guard and BP
cleanup vessels during the spill.

Over the last two days, she said, at least eight dead and dying
birds — sanderlings, pelicans and sea gulls — have turned up
on local beaches and in coastal waters.

"No one is saying that it's not a threat anymore," Jane
Lubchenco, administrator of the National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration, or NOAA, said at the White House. "I think the common view of most
of the scientists inside and outside government is that the effects of this spill will likely linger for

decades."

More than 200 million gallons of oil were released by the deep-sea well 50 miles off the Louisiana
coast before it was corked with a huge mechanical cap last month.

In trying to figure out where all the oil went, federal scientists concluded that a quarter of it was
skimmed, burned or collected and funneled to oil processing ships. Another 25% evaporated or
dissolved. About 24% was dispersed into droplets, either naturally or by chemical dispersants that
were extensively used to break up the spill. The rest, 26%, is "either on or just below the surface as
light sheen and weathered tar balls; has washed ashore or been collected from the shore; or is buried
in sand and sediments," the report concluded.

Gulf scientists outside the government were skeptical of the analysis.

"There is no way enough information has been collected so far to get an accurate assessment" of the
precise fate of all the oil released by the busted well, said Jim Cowan, an oceanography professor at
Louisiana State University. "It looks like a nice neat diagram, but | have no confidence in it

whatsoever."
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Gulf oil spill: BP turns corner as it jams gulf well with drilling mud - latimes.com

Since the April 20 Deepwater Horizon rig explosion, NOAA's initial take on the scope of the disaster

has proven too optimistic. The agency at first pegged the BP leak at 5,000 barrels a day and disputed
reports of underwater oil plumes. It later confirmed the sub-sea plumes and this week said that at its
peak, the damaged well poured 62,000 barrels of oil into the gulf each day.

"This is still an unfolding eco-toxicological experiment,” said Ronald J. Kendall, director of Texas
Tech University's Institute of Environmental and Human Health. "Even if all the oil were gone
tomorrow, the effects of the spill on species such as sea turtles, bluefin tuna and sperm whales may
take years to understand."

"The Kemp's Ridley turtles lay their eggs and the females don't return to the coast for as long as 10
years," he added. "The males never come back. We won't know for years how the population is
affected. The damage could well be already done."

"It is a little soon to start dancing a jig," said Jackie Savitz, a marine biologist with Oceana, a
Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit. "The bottom line is at least 50% of what got into the water is still
there, just based on this report."”

At a congressional hearing Wednesday, lawmakers on Capitol Hill also warned of the need to monitor
the lingering effects of the widespread use of chemical dispersants. BP has stopped applying the
dispersants, which were sprayed on the ocean surface and also released near the leaking well nearly a
mile under the water to break up the oil and keep it from washing ashore.

"The subsurface application of the dispersants is why we are seeing less oil on the surface of the gulf
than we expected,” Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.1.) said at a Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee hearing. "However, it is unclear if this will limit the damage or cause even greater
harm."

| Lean M
BP's success in stopping up the well with mud didn't wipe away the gloom that has enveloped Venice,

a drowsy southeastern Louisiana fishing community of about 2,700 people nestled among bayou
groves and oil refineries.

It "can't overcome the atmosphere of uncertainty lingering out at sea," said Matt O'Brian, owner of a
shrimp and crab processing dock. "Will there even be a market for Louisiana seafood? What is the
impact on crabs and shrimp over the long haul? It's impossible to know how this thing is ultimately
going to play out."
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Abbot Kinney. photos

Todd Goodman, a Plaguemines Parish staffer who runs a trailer park as a sideline, agreed.

"There is enormous pressure on BP to claim that everything is fine now. But what scares me and a lot
of other folks around here is the notion that everybody — BP, the Coast Guard, law enforcement,
cleanup crews — will suddenly pull up stakes and leave," Goodman said. “Then, two months later —
boom! — more oil washes up on us."

bettina.boxall@latimes.com
margot.roosevelt@latimes.com Vacations for Solo Travelers »
louis.sahagun@Iatimes.com

Boxall and Roosevelt reported from Los Angeles, and Sahagun from Venice, La. Richard Simon and
Michael A. Memoli in Washington contributed to this report.
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Gulf oil spill: BP turns corner as it jams gulf well with drilling mud - latimes.com

o Oil spill size near upper range of earlier estimates
« Weather poses latest challenge to gulf oil spill response

From KTLA
e Gulf Crews Prepare To Plug Well For Good | kila.com
o Investigation: BP Used Excessive Amounts of Oil Dispersant | kila.com

Around the Web
e BP jams gulf well with drilling mud | courant.com
e BP says mud pumped into well in Gulf of Mexico is holding down oil | baltimoresun.com
e Tests Begin Ahead of Attempt to 'Kill' Leaking Gulf of Mexico Oil Well | www1.voanews.com
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kristin at 8:53 AM August 05, 2010
This is good news. | hope they can shut down the well.

mikewalker789 at 1:51 PM August 04, 2010
Bob Dudley had better get it right. His predecessor was sent to Siberia... ;)

-- Balkingpoints / www

cruzinup at 12:48 PM August 04, 2010

Good news. But | remember right after they took the giant shears to the riser, mangled it
and put that crazy cap on it that leaked like crazy,... | remember mentioning to a friend
that they should undo the bolts and remove the flange... then bolt on something that
makes a tight fit. If they had done what they did recently then , they could have
performed this Kill procedure 6 weeks ago. BP just seems so incompetent. | don't get
it...... Pleased that they finally did it although we're not out of the woods yet. Go to
http://www.wilynetwork.wordpress.com for detailed look at what's really happening....

Comments are filtered for language and registration is required. The Times makes no
guarantee of comments' factual accuracy. Readers may report inappropriate comments by
clicking the Report Abuse link. Here are the full legal terms you agree to by using this
comment form.
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