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More than a month into the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, as we watch that dramatic underwater video of crude gushing out of the broken BP well, many are
asking "Why isn't anybody doing something about this?" (Watch live video feed from remotely operated vehicles.)

There are people trying desperately to get BP's attention. American entrepreneurs, some in business for many years, are offering up products and processes
they say will help clean up the catastrophe.

First Line Technology is a Washington, DC company that makes a product called Fibertect. Some might call it a Sham Wow for oil. It's a non-woven
fabric, made of cotton and carbon, that soaks up fifteen times its weight in hydrocarbons. It's biodegradable, non-toxic, and available right now.

Fibertect was invented by Professor Seshadri Ramkumar at Texas Tech University's Institute of Environmental and Human Health. It's manufactured for First
Line Technology by Hobbs Bonded Fibers. The product consists of 3 layers—a sandwich of super absorbent cotton on the outside and a center layer of
fibrous activated carbon.

Amit Kapoor, President of First Line Tech, says they've tested Fibertect on oil and it works. "Fibertect allows for a green, environmentally safe,
biodegradable technology that is perfect for the expanding effort to protect and decontaminate coastal lands and wildlife," Kapoor says.

He's tried to contact BP, but says he hasn't gotten much of a response. Kapoor has, however, been contacted by some of BP's contractors. "They're using
buckets and shovels on the beaches. But how do you clean up the marshes?" asks Kapoor.

"That's where Fibertect comes in." It can also be used to clean up wildlife. "Fibertect is not the solution to everything," says Kapoor, "but it can clean up
marshes, boats, people, and more."

The inquiries from contractors tell Kapoor he's got a product that would be useful. He's going to try again to contact BP.

US Attorney General Eric Holder visited the Gulf region today as the federal government launched a criminal investigation of the spill. The FBI is
participating in the probe and Holder says authorities are trying to determine if thre is any evidence of illegal behavior.

Tomorrow on "Power Lunch" at 1:45pm ET, we'll report on an organic, non-toxic product that uses microbes to soak up oil. Could it be another privately-
developed method of helping clean up the leaking crude?
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© 2010 CNBC.com

URL: http://www.cnbc.com/id/37455308/

.
© 2010 CNBC.com

CNBC.com

http://www.bp.com/liveassets/bp_internet/globalbp/globalbp_uk_english/homepage/STAGING/local_assets/bp_homepage/html/rov_stream.html
http://firstlinetech.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwRISkyV_B8
http://www.cnbc.com/id/15840232/?video=1510285621&play=1
http://www.cnbc.com/id/15838342/
http://www.cnbc.com/id/36872198/?Scenes_From_The_2010_Gulf_Oil_Spill
http://www.cnbc.com/id/37448876/
http://www.cnbc.com/id/37455308/

	cnbc.com
	Could 'Sham Wow' for Oil Help Gulf Clean Up? - Environment * Green * News * Story - CNBC.com


