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ADVERTISEMENT

By TOMMY MAGELSSEN 

AVALANCHE-JOURNAL

The Lubbock Board of Health acted on
the city council’s orders to open
discussion with the county about a
joint city-county health department at
the board’s meeting Friday.

But it took some time for some board
members to understand they couldn’t
act just yet.

County Judge Tom Head was in
attendance, and he told the board he
was willing to talk about the issue —
but talking is all he can commit to.

“Our budget session goes from the
end of May through the end of
September,” he said. “Our budget was
finalized in September of this year. So,
I keep hearing about pots of money,
there are no pots of money. Our
budget is set, we can’t spend a dollar
more than what our budget says we
can.

“But the commissioner’s court is
interested in sitting down and talking
about a joint city-county Health

Department. If you all would like to talk, let’s talk.”

City Attorney Sam Medina sat to the right of Dr. Steve Presley, chairman of the board,
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having to spend the first 20 minutes of the meeting reminding the board it could not take
action on the board’s behalf or have any illegal meetings between more than four
members to discuss items on the agenda.

Brian Carr, board member, is eager to move the process forward, and he will gather
information on his own to present to the board at its next meeting about health education
and communication methodology, STD immunization and surveillance services, and the
development of new revenue streams.

Ted Reid, also on the board, will collect data about the finances or the operating budget
of the department, the board’s structure and process, and the building needs and
potential locations.

Carr said he wants the research to show the county would not have to split the entire
budget with the city, just that of non-city dwellers.

Head reminded Carr to take into account the millions of dollars already used for indigent
care by the county.

Presley will file his report with the City Council, informing them the county has agreed to
discuss the feasibility.

Also, Presley will recommend forming a committee to start researching not only a city-
county department, but a city-county-university department.

Reid said including Texas Tech could make Lubbock’s Health Department one of the
best in the state.

Some on the board were eager to get the information flowing, which is why Carr and
Reid are undertaking their personal research to present, but others are questioning the
rush.

“I don’t see any need for rush, either, because, like the county said, it’s next years
budget before they can even consider anything,” Presley said. “I don’t see there’s any
big rush; I think we answered the question, which is we can sit down and talk now, and
that’s what we’re going to pursue.”

To comment on this story:

thomas.magelssen@lubbockonline.com • 766-8723

leesha.faulkner@lubbockonline.com • 766-8706
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