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On March 25, the Indian government officially announced the creation of four
new Centers of Excellence in technical textiles as part of its recently announced
Technology Mission on Technical Textiles. Total investment will be about $22
million over the course of three years.
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According to Anil Joshi, India’s textile commissioner, the Project Advisory
Committee (under the chairpersonship of India’s Textile Secretary) met on
March 18 and selected the four new centers. Phase | money will be released
as soon as possible once the designated centers establish suitable launch
vehicles to execute the program.

The four focus areas are nonwovens, sportech, indutech and composites. The
funding will be for a period of three years from 2010 till 2013. Each center will
receive $5.44 million, which will be used for infrastructure and personnel

support. The majority of the funding support will go towards capital equipment.

Ichalkaranji-based DKTE Textile & Engineering Institute will establish the

center for nonwovens. Professor Kadole, project coordinator for the center,
expressed his gratitude to the government for establishing the first one-stop
research and development (R&D) center for nonwoven technology in India.

Texas Tech University is collaborating with this institute to establish the center
of excellence in nonwovens. Kadole said the institute will provide $1.44 million
towards establishing the center.

Guru Gobind Singhji Institute of Engineering and Technology, Nanded and
Garware Wall Ropes, Ltd. Pune will establish the center for sportech.
Coimbatore-based PSG College of Technology will create center for industrial
textiles. Ahmedabad Textile Industry’s Research Association will focus on
composites.

Related Articles:

Indonesian Market Report: A Light at the End of the Tunnel?
It's been a difficult first quarter in Indonesia, with little demand for cotton yarn, but some mills are
optimistic enough to be making expansion plans.

DuPont Strengthens Growing Seed Business in India
DuPont has made two cotton acquisitions in Andhra Pradesh, India: the cotton seed business of
Nandi Seeds, and cotton germplasm from Nagarjuna Seeds.

NCC to Fight “Needless Product Restrictions” on Pesticides
The National Cotton Council has filed a motion to intervene in a lawsuit that the association says
“could seriously undermine all of American agriculture.”

India’'s Nonwoven Textiles Sector to Witness Phenomenal Growth
Expected to grow at a rapid pace, this emerging sector in India has exceeded estimates by
expanding 367 percent over the last five years.

The adidas Group to Use Nothing but '‘Better Cotton' by 2018
As part of its environmental strategy, the major sports and performance retailer has announced its
intent to use 100 percent 'Better Cotton' in its products.
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