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The Indian nonwoven sector has grown 367 percent in the
past five years, exceeding even the most optimistic
- predictions for this major growth area for cotton.

lan Butler, director of market research and statistics for the
U.S.-based Association of the Nonwoven Fabrics Industry
(INDA), says that India’s recent growth in the nonwoven
Ramkumar Sector has been nothing short of phenomenal. Butler estimates
India’s nonwoven production to be about 125,000 to 140,000
tonnes--likely on the higher end of that range.

India’s current market position is similar to China’s from 20 years ago. Butler Th e PDWET Df NEW
estimates China’s nonwoven production to be about 1.1 million to 1.2 million

tonnes, and the number frequently quoted by Chinese nonwoven-related .’ PI‘OdUCt Evaluators
associations--1.6 million tonnes--is an overestimate. The current growth rate i ‘

for this segment (12 percent to 14 percent annually) is unsustainable, he adds.

F

Butler predicts production will come down as the industry matures. China
produces shopping bags by the billion, and when the conventional apparel
industry goes through a slump, labor is redirected to develop converted
products (like shopping bags), thus resulting in huge production increases.
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Australia's Cotton Awards about Recognition, not Competition
After a tough decade for cotton in Australia, this year's Cotton Awards program is about celebrating
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The adidas Group to Use Nothing but '‘Better Cotton' by 2018 5
As part of its environmental strategy, the major sports and performance retailer has announced its G |yphusate-res|stant weed control

intent to use 100 percent 'Better Cotton' in its products.
plus up to $12/gal cash back.

Indian Growers Holding Cotton for Better Prices
Although cotton prices remain near record highs, many farmers in India are hoarding their residual
stocks in the hopes that prices will rise even higher.

Spinners to Lose 2.5 Percent of Margins in 2010/11
Although most of the talk has centered around retailer price increases, the pain of exceptionally high
cotton prices is hitting everyone in the supply chain.

ICAC Tackles Volatility in Star-Studded Seminar
No one needs to summon the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) when there's a crisis
— such as extraordinary volatility in the cotton market.
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