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OTHER OPINION

Reopening local economy
requires careful,
balanced approach

Dan Pope

L

ubbock has always been
a city of perseverance
and hope. We have a
West Texas spirit and an
inherent ability to be strong,
work together, and find
solutions to any problem we
face. As your Mayor, I firmly
believe we will get through
this pandemic, and that we
will go back to work, back to
school, and once again gather
in restaurants, theaters,
sports facilities, and yes,
shop in retail businesses both
large and small. Public health
and safety remains our priority, and although COVID-19
has forced us to sail in
uncharted waters, wisely
planning for the reopening of Lubbock’s economy
is critical for the future of
our city and its residents.
Small business in Lubbock
is hurting with many stores
being forced to close their
doors throughout the
COVID-19 outbreak. Small
business is the backbone
of the local economy, and
the closing of so many local
businesses has shown this
to be true. Safely reopening
Lubbock’s small businesses
is important to so many
residents and families, and
it is critical to restarting
Lubbock’s economy.
Governor Abbott said
reopening the Texas
economy would not
be “a rush-the-gates,
everybody-is-able–to-suddenly-reopen-all-at-once”
situation, but rather, it
will be a “slow process.”
With this in mind, I named
a Lubbock Economic
Recovery Taskforce, composed of businesses owners,
healthcare professionals,
educational institutions,
non-profit organizations,
and the faith community.
Co-chaired by City Council
member and small business
owner Steve Massengale and
United Supermarket Division
CEO Robert Taylor, the taskforce has already had several
meetings and is actively
working to best advise the
Lubbock City Council on
ways to responsibly reopen
local businesses, while at the
same time provide for a safe
Lubbock. I anticipate their
first recommendation by the
end of this week.

Throughout these unprecedented times, the City
Council and I have done
our best to take appropriate
action and to make the best
decisions possible to protect
public health and safety.
I want to thank Lubbock
residents for following the
Stay At Home Order. I think
the vast majority of Lubbock
residents are taking the
COVID-19 outbreak seriously. Admittedly, we all see
people not practicing caution
when out in public. However,
I believe careless behavior has decreased as public
awareness of responsible
health practices increases,
and as the business community increases safety
measures to protect customers and staff.
Until Lubbock residents
are confident that the risk
of COVID-19 infection is
genuinely low, a resurgence
in our economy will be difficult. The Health Department
and Lubbock’s healthcare
industry have been dutifully
monitoring the virus, performing contact and disease
investigations, and providing the public with reliable
data regarding COVID-19’s
presence and spread. These
health and medical professionals will continue their
tireless duties, and their data
is key to the reopening of our
economy. At this time, we
are looking for a consistent
reduction of new infections, a reduction in existing
COVID-19 cases, and consistent data showing that the
virus is not a burden to our
hospitals and clinics.
As we come upon the 50th
anniversary of the Lubbock
Tornado, it is good to be
reminded that we are a city
of perseverance and hope.
Historically, we band together
and make difficult decisions
in the face of adversity. Some
of our neighbors have lost
loved ones, and we grieve for
the high cost of the COVID19 outbreak. With this in
mind, please continue to stay
the course. Help us save lives.
Keeping Lubbock residents
safe remains the priority, and
making decisions to safely
open Lubbock’s economy is
the logical next step in helping us move forward. Your
input and support in all of
these efforts is needed and
appreciated.
In the meantime, be safe,
be well, be kind, and be
hopeful.
Dan Pope is mayor
of Lubbock.
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Cotton sector has opportunities
in wake of COVID-19

Dr. Seshadri Ramkumar

T

he COVID-19 situation has revealed
that cotton can
find emerging applications to save lives.
The global economy is
at a standstill, weakening
consumer confidence and
spending. COVID-19 has
exposed the vulnerabilities
of nations and the manufacturing sector in terms of
personnel protection equipment (PPE) availability. Looks
like the slow economic activity may linger for months.
Until a vaccine is developed,
there could be a resurgence in
fall, which may have serious
impact on the economy and
our society. This necessitates
the critical need for planning
regarding medical and nonmedical countermeasures.
PPE manufacturers must have
long-term vision in terms
of having buffer capabilities
and strengthening their R & D
efficiencies. It is important to
look for new materials, design
aspects to develop highly efficient masks, medical gowns,
decontamination technologies, etc.
Cotton industry has a role
to play in developing protective materials because
of certain unique capabilities. Research carried out by
researchers at the United
States Department of

Agriculture in the late 1960s
showed cotton can contain virus spread. Although
not carried out on corona
strain, vaccinia virus study
showed that they only persist
for shorter time on cotton
compared to another material studied. The virus did
not persist on cotton cloth
beyond 72 hours.
Finding new applications
beyond the commodity
fiber to fashion supply chain
is important for the High
Plains’ cotton sector. As a
majority of U.S. cotton is
exported, with China being
an important export market,
the slowing down of Chinese
economy and the impact
of COVID-19 on Chinese
products, the need to look for
new markets and opportunities is imminent. It will be
beneficial for the industry to
look beyond yield and quality attributes. Strategies for
penetration into medical and
industrial applications for
cotton must be worked out.
“Cotton is an industrial
product, and as such, we have
to always be looking for any
new or additional uses that
can provide opportunities for
our cotton producer,” said
Steve Verett, chief executive
officer of Lubbock-based
Plains Cotton Growers, Inc.
United States’ cotton
industry has been supporting
new applications research at
Texas Tech University that
has resulted in products such
as oil absorbent. Recently,
the entrepreneurial spirit of
High Plains’ small business
is evident in the development of cotton filter-based

face masks. Lubbock-based
E Innovate, LLC, a year-old
startup, has been collaborating with this scribe and
Scarborough Specialties,
Inc. to develop enhanced
face covers with cotton filter
substrates.
The U.S. cotton sector
has always stepped up to
challenges such as sustainable agriculture, enhancing
yield with reduced inputs, to
name a few. Next phase of the
cotton industry should focus
on developing cost-effective
solutions for saving lives and
environmental protection.
“Cotton industry’s longterm willingness to adapt to
the changing needs of our
customer and to seek innovation in both production and
processing will be a source
of strength going forward.
Production cost efficiency,
resilience and sustainability
will be key elements along
with new utilization innovations that expand cotton’s
market for both fiber and
seed,“ said Kater Hake, vice
president of agricultural
and environmental research
at Cary-based Cotton
Incorporated. Investments in
research on new cotton textile
manufacturing, environmentally friendly processing,
industrial and medical applications will prove worthy.
COVID-19 has clearly
highlighted the potential of
cotton in emerging areas such
as medical textiles.
Dr. Seshadri Ramkumar is a
professor in the department
of environmental toxicology
at Texas Tech University.

America is in desperate need of a new pharmacist

Joe Gonzalez

W

hat kind of a mess
did America get itself
into with China?
For years, we’ve all heard of
the tremendous debt that
America has with China. At
the same time, everywhere I
turn, I see thousands of products that come from China,
from food items and meals, to
toys and electronics, garden
tools and clothes, and the list
goes on. I wonder, is America
really trying to get out of
debt by buying anything and
everything from China? I just
wonder how many thousands
of items in China carry the,
“Made in the USA” label?
Many American companies
are making their products in
China and are being shipped
back to America! China, buy
“our” products! Many are
harping over tariffs. Fair is
fair, right? By now, the world
knows that Trump is “proAmerica.” And, we all know
that not everybody plays by

the rules. I am talking about
the difference between communism and socialism,
democracy and capitalism.
We all know the difference
by now, don’t we? Biden is
pro-China. Good luck, Joe!
In 2016, Trump, told
America about needing to cut
ties from China. He told us
that China had been taking
advantage of America for
many years. Many didn’t
see it that way. But previous
presidents knew it! China was
slowly buying America for
little or nothing. American
companies in China were mass
producing American products
with their people. America
was paying huge tariffs on
those products coming here.
America was paying billions
to China. At the same time,
China was stealing our inventions, our ideas and, making
huge profits off us. It was a
double whammy! Washington
was not doing a good job of
protecting American assets.
Congressmen were too busy
empowering their “own”
political careers.
Behind the scenes, China
was coming out ahead on
every aspect of the global trade
market. They were building
their economy at our expense.

But being the businessman
that he is, Trump knew there
was something wrong with
this picture. He vowed to
change the status quo and put
a stop to China’s overreaching
power! Thanks to him winning in 2016, from then on, it
would be “America” first! I
say, it was about time! The
stock market was climbing. It
climbed almost 10,000 points
in three years. On February
12, 2020, it hit 29,568 points.
Unknowingly, America was in
the early stages of a world pandemic. Fear was about to strike
the entire world when hearing
of the virus that was spreading all over the world. It was
time for the experts to try and
bring this virus under control.
It was spreading like wildfire. The stock market started
going downhill. Trump’s huge
economic progress was being
shredded to pieces.
The heart of America came
to a halt. The Wuhan virus
came to destroy. The virus
started in late 2019 and the
World Health Organization
was told weeks later. By now,
the virus was claiming lives
worldwide. We all know that
people from all over the world
live in America. Millions
fly back and forth to their

native countries on a regular
basis. When the virus began
spreading in America, people
panicked, and things got out
of hand really fast. So why
did China try to cover up the
dangers of the COVID-19 from
the rest of the world? Why
did they wait to say anything
about the dangers? Have they
covered up the number of
deaths related to the virus?
Some American experts are
now suspecting that the virus
might have had its origin in
China’s “wet markets.” And
many are now calling for China
to shut them down. And why
were China’s biggest cities not
affected? What all did China
do to control it?
It was hard to digest when
news reports stated China
began withholding pharmaceutical supplies from
America. Supposedly, China
has a dominant role in manufacturing generic drugs that
comprise 90 percent of what
Americans take! That, I could
not believe. America’s drugs
come from China? China
took over the pharmaceutical
markets with its under-pricing
strategies years ago. And
because of China’s tactics,
many American drug companies went out of business. So

now, President Trump vows
to end China’s control on our
drugs. Well, it’s about time!
American pharmaceutical
companies may be coming
back to America soon! I say,
America definitely needs a
new pharmacist! Trump was
right from the very beginning.
America was making China
rich! Not anymore!
Then again, what do I know?
Why did President Clinton
allow China to become a
member of the World Trade
Organization in the 1990s?
What was there to gain? Right
now, there are over 3,500 drug
companies in China. When
90% of the drugs consumed
in America are generic and
coming from China, we have a
problem. America is getting no
answers from China as to how
the virus originated. America
has had a hard time getting
medical products from China
during the virus scare. Let’s
just pray China never gets
mad at us! So, can we trust
Communist China not to mess
with our drugs? Not having
any choice, I truly hope so!
Joe Gonzalez is a regular contributor to the A-J’s
opinion pages. He lives
in Lubbock County.

